
SATs Presentation Evening

A brief introduction to 

KS2 English SATS



Test Dates 2020:

Monday 11th May Grammar and spelling 
Tuesday 12th May Reading
Wednesday 13th May Maths
Thursday 14th May Maths



The reading booklet will contain three texts. The least 
demanding text will come first with the following texts 
increasing in level of difficulty.
The children will have a total of one hour to read the texts and 
complete the questions at their own pace.
The reading answer booklet will comprise approximately 35 to 
40 questions (totalling 50 marks). The questions are:
• shorter, closed response items (such as multiple choice and 

matching questions);
• shorter, open response items; and
• longer, open response items that require children to explain 

and comment on the texts in order to demonstrate a full 
understanding.

The Reading Test



Reading skills to be assessed:

• Give / explain the meaning of words in context. 
• Retrieve and record information / identify key details from 

fiction and non-fiction. 
• Summarise main ideas from more than one paragraph. 

• Make inferences from the text / explain and justify 
inferences with evidence from the text. 

• Predict what might happen from details stated and implied. 
• Identify / explain how information / narrative content is related and contributes to 

meaning as a whole. 
• Identify / explain how meaning is enhanced through choice of words and phrase

• Make comparisons within the text.

• FIND AND COPY!















How you can help:

• Encourage regular reading of lots of different genres and 
discuss what your child has been reading. Include non-ficton.

• Talk to your children about their work and homework.

• Help your child scan the text to find key words and facts –
‘fastest finger’.

• Pick out any words and ask your child to give a synonym (a 
similar word) for the word (that will fit in that context).



Grammar, punctuation and 
spelling test

There are 2 papers: 

Paper 1: questions (50 marks)

Paper 2: spellings (20 marks)



Elements assessed in the grammar 
paper:

• Grammatical terms / word classes 

• Functions of sentences 

• Combining words, phrases and clauses 

• Verb forms, tenses and consistency 

• Punctuation

• Vocabulary 

• Standard English and formality 



The Grammar test

• The main paper, paper 1, is a test of spelling and 
grammar, but there is also a vocabulary element. 
Total of 50 marks.

• This is a 45 minute test and requires pupils to 
answer between 48 - 50 questions.

• There are multiple-choice and short answer 
questions.

• The paper requires pupils to be able to recognise 
and use the following grammatical concepts:



Grammar:

• conjunctions
• verbs (including modal verbs)
• adjectives
• pronouns (including possessive pronouns)
• adverbs
• nouns (including noun phrases)
• main, relative and subordinate clauses
• prepositions
• determiners
• tenses (e.g. past, past progressive, perfect, subjunctive)
• Standard English
• commands (imperatives)
• subject and object
• passive and active voice





Punctuation:

• capital letters
• full stops
• question marks
• exclamation marks
• commas
• brackets, dashes and commas (for extra information)
• inverted commas (speech marks)
• apostrophes (for contraction and possession)
• semi-colon
• colon





Spelling:

• plurals

• homonyms (same spelling, different meaning)

• suffixes (letters added to the end of a word)

• prefixes (letters added to the start of a word)

• contractions (shortened words using an 
apostrophe)

• synonyms and antonyms

• use of the hyphen

• word roots





Spelling test

• Paper 2 is a straightforward spelling test. 

• It consists of 20 sentences, each with a 
missing word. Total of 20 marks.

• Pupils must write the missing word in the 
space provided.

• They will hear the word three times (from 
their teacher) and in context.



Pupil script



Spellings



Spellings continued



How you can help:

• Read the National Curriculum glossary of grammar terms (it 
includes all the terms plus examples).

• Check any written homework makes sense and is punctuated 
correctly.

• Familiarise yourself with grammar terms – see your child’s 
homework diary - then ask your child to explain the words and 
give you some examples. Use these terms when reading 
through and checking homework.

• Help your child practise their weekly spellings. 
• Look for common spelling rules and patterns.
• Look at your child’s homework diary – in the information pages 

there are some spelling tips.
• Encourage your child to sound out unknown words when 

reading.



Help Pack

In the Help Pack (accessed via the school 
website) is:

• Information on how to help with reading, 
comprehension question starters, a website 
suggesting books for the children to read.

• The National Curriculum glossary for grammar 
and spelling.

• This Powerpoint.



Ensure the book is relevant to the 2014 National Curriculum and 
is for KS2 and/or Year 6



At the very least:

• Check your child is completing their normal 
weekly English homework (including learning 
spellings).

• Encourage your child to read daily. Read to
and with them.

• Look out for: practice SATs papers (to come 
home for the Easter holidays).



• INTERVENTION

• QUESTIONS


