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This information is to guide and support the safe return to school, following the latest period of 

enforced school closure. I have endeavoured to give as much detail as possible, without 

overwhelming you with information; the guidance from the DfE is extensive and not specific to 

middle school settings. We have to take the appropriate elements from both the primary and 

secondary guidance, making decisions about what is right for our school and context. 

I hope this will aid you and your child to feel as comfortable and confident as possible, in spite of the 

very unusual situation. You have already been sent a Pupil Pack and Home-School agreement. The 

latter does not need to be signed and returned, but in sending your child to school, we shall take this 

as your agreement to the statements therein.  

One of the first activities, which the children will be doing with the others in their bubble, will be 

reading the information in their pack, going through the expectations and signing their part of the 

Home-School Agreement. It would help if you have had a chance to look at these with your child, 

before their return to school. 

This is the plan for a phased return to school next week: 

Year 5 and 6 Monday 8th March  

Year 8 Wednesday 10th March 

Year 7  Thursday 11th March 

 

The above plan allows for the lateral flow testing of pupils in Years 7 and 8, as well as enabling each 

year group to have the induction which they deserve, following what has been a lengthy period of 

time away from school. There are many new procedures and expectations to share with each cohort. 

Most importantly, we need to rebuild the sense of community that we hold dear at Fulbrook. 

Everybody’s experience of lockdown will have been personal to them. If there is anything that you 

feel we should know, as a school staff, in terms of your child’s experience, anxieties or concerns, you 

have been given an opportunity to share this with us via the most recent questionnaire. This 

information can then be shared with your child’s bubble leader and all relevant staff. Please 

remember that you can contact us at any time. Do not wait for a questionnaire to give us 

information, ask questions or raise concerns. 

Our priority is the safety of the children, the staff and everyone’s families. Some of the measures 

that we need to put in place may seem extreme and a great many of them are completely alien to all 

of us, within the school setting – although much of it is exactly how we have been operating over the 

last eleven months. Please know that each and every measure has been carefully considered and is 

being applied with the prime aim of safety first. It is for this reason that I urge families to do all they 

can to adhere to the social distancing rules, wearing of face coverings, hand washing advice and 

other safety measures, at all times. Our school plan will only be effective and the Fulbrook family will 

only be protected, if everyone involved within and beyond the school gates follows the rules. 

You are entrusting us with your child; we, in turn, are putting our trust in you to play your part. 

Attached to this letter (see below) are some frequently asked questions and further information. 
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We look forward to welcoming your child back to school. Thank you, in advance, for your support 

and cooperation. 

FAQs 

1. How will my child be grouped? 

In Form bubbles bubbles.  Children will not mix across group bubbles - not even within the same year 

group until after Easter, at the earliest. This means that Key Stage 3 mathematics will be taught in form 

bubbles until Easter. The situation will then be reviewed. 

2. Will children be required to bring equipment to and from school? 

No. They will need a fully equipped pencil case, a reading book and the other items listed in their Pupil 

Pack. Most of these items could be left at school each day. Class Notebook will be used to record any 

homework set - although this will be kept to an absolute minimum up until Easter.  On the days when 

children have PE, they are required to attend wearing their PE kit for the day. 

3. Will children be notified of their bubble before they return to school? 

Pupils should already know which form bubble they are in.  It is the same as the autumn term and during 

this most recent period of school closure. Pupils who have been attending school during the last half term 

will return to their form bubble as their peers return to school.  

4. Will children use a specific entrance to the school? 

Yes. They will be using one of three entrances: Year 8 pupils will use the first entrance in Burrows Close, 

as they did in the autumn term. Year 7 pupils will use the side gate in Burrows Close. Year 5 and 6 pupils 

will use the main pupil entrance on Weathercock Lane. 

ALL pupils using school buses will use the main pupil gate on Weathercock Lane   

5. Will I be able to come into school and talk face to face with a teacher? 

Communications will take place via email, telephone or video calls using Microsoft Teams until Easter, 

when the situation will be reviewed. 

6. How do I report my child’s absence? 

Please contact the school via telephone (01908 582022) and select the pupil absence option. 

7. Will there be any extra-curricular provision? 

There will be no breakfast or afterschool clubs. We shall review this at Easter. 

8. Should my child wear a face mask? 

At Fulbrook, it is our expectation and that of the DfE that all pupils in Years 7 and 8 (excluding 

exemptions) should wear a face covering at all times when in school, other than in PE lessons, break and 

lunch times. We shall look for other opportunities in the school day when children can have a break from 

wearing a face covering. We respectfully request the same from Year 5 and 6 pupils. The main reasons for 

this are as follows: 

 We have had asymptomatic Covid-19 cases of Fulbrook pupils in Years 5 and 6. 
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 Staff will be moving between bubbles and working with pupils across the school and key stages. 

 We have some clinically vulnerable and anxious staff, who have not yet had a vaccine. 

You have been given the opportunity to inform the school if you do not wish your child to wear a 
face covering. Although the Home School Agreement makes reference to the wearing of face 
coverings, the signing of this agreement does not change the expectation to wear one, where a 
reason for not doing so has been given.  
 

9. What are the timings of the day? 

Children will be able to access the school site from 08:30 and will begin to be dismissed from 15:15 

each day.  Pupils will have five lessons a day.  Each lesson will be an hour long.  For further details on 

the structure of the day, please refer to the pupil pack. 

10. Uniform/PE kit? 

Pupils will be required to wear full school uniform when they return to school. However, we appreciate 

that pupils may have outgrown certain items, particularly school shoes. Given that we are still in 

lockdown and with shops not being easily accessible, allowances will be made to wear alternatives. 

Please discuss this with form tutors, should you need clarification. On the days that a pupil has PE they 

will be permitted to wear their PE kit for the day; the PE changing rooms will not be in use. It will be 

helpful if your child has waterproof clothing in school. Please see the pupil pack for further information. 

11. Will teachers working with pupils in a particular bubble remain separate from pupils in other 

bubbles? 

No – teachers will move between different groups and bubbles. The DfE guidance states: “All 

teachers and other staff can operate across different classes and year groups in order to facilitate 

the delivery of the school timetable.  Where staff need to move between groups, they should try and 

keep their distance from pupils and other staff as much as they can, ideally two metres from other 

adults. Try to minimise the number of interactions and changes wherever possible.” 

At Fulbrook, wherever possible, it is an expectation that adults maintain a two-metre distance from 

everyone – adults and pupils alike. 

It is a priority to deliver a broad and balanced curriculum, led by subject specialist teachers, 

wherever possible. It is for this reason that there will be movement of adults between bubbles. 

12. Will my child be sitting assessments? 

Pupils will not immediately be tested on their return to Fulbrook.  Time will be taken in lessons to judge 

gaps in knowledge and allow pupils to settle back into routines.  

13. Which subjects will be on the timetable? 

All subjects offered at Fulbrook will be delivered, with the exception of drama.  The curriculum has been 

adapted to meet current safety measures in place.  Many practical elements of subjects have been 

suspended. For example, children will not be able to cook during Food Technology lessons. 

14. Will the lay out of classrooms be adapted and furniture removed in order to increase distance 

between staff and pupils and between staff and other staff? 



Re-opening the School from Monday 8th March 2021  
A Guide for Parents and Carers                            

 

Page 4 of 4 
 

Yes – classroom tables and chairs are set up in rows facing forwards.  Teachers will remain at their 

desk/front of classroom to maintain a safe social distance from pupils. We have a placed screens at 

the desks used by teachers and learning support assistants. 

15. Will my child need a negative lateral flow test before returning to school? 

All pupils in Years 7 and 8 are offered three lateral flow tests on their return to school – consent for and 

details of which have already been shared with parents and carers. They will therafter be expected to 

complete twice weekly testing at home. 

There is no testing of primary age pupils (Year 5 and 6 children).  

16. Does my child have to return to school? 

Yes. The government has stated that all pupils (other than those children who are shielding), in all year 

groups, will return to school full-time, with a phased return from Monday 8th  March. 

 

For further information about the reopening of schools from 8th March 2021, please see the 

government guidance . 

 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/what-parents-and-carers-need-to-know-about-early-years-providers-schools-and-colleges-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak/what-parents-need-to-know-about-early-years-providers-schools-and-colleges-during-covid-19#helping-make-nurseries

