
Re-opening the school – Guide for Parents and Carers                            

 

Page 1 of 4 
 

This information is to guide and support the safe return of your child to school, after ten weeks of 

enforced school closure. I have endeavoured to give answers to the frequently asked questions and 

include the detail, which will assist you and your child to feel as comfortable and confident as 

possible, in spite of the very unusual situation. In addition to the FAQs (see below), you are being 

sent a Pupil Pack and Home-School agreement. The latter does not need to be signed and returned, 

but if you choose to send your child back into school, we shall take this as your agreement to the 

statements in the document. One of the first activities, which the children will be doing with the 

others in their bubble, will be reading the information in their pack, going through the expectations 

and signing their part of the Home-School Agreement. It would help if you have had a chance to look 

at these with your child, before their return to school. 

Everybody’s experience of lockdown will have been personal to them. If there is anything that you 

feel we should know, as a school staff, in terms of your child’s experience, anxieties or concerns, 

please let your child’s form tutor know. This information can then be shared with your child’s Bubble 

Leader and all relevant staff. You will be informed, on Monday 1st June, of the name of your child’s 

Bubble Leader and the entrance that your child must use from Tuesday 2nd June. 

Our priority is the safety of the children, the staff and everyone’s families. Some of the measures 

that we need to put in place may seem extreme and a great many of them are completely alien to all 

of us, within the school setting. However, please know that each and every measure has been 

carefully considered and is being enforced with the prime objective of safety first. It is for this reason 

that I urge families to do all they can to adhere to the social distancing rules, hand washing advice 

and other safety measures, at all times. Our school plan will only be effective and the Fulbrook 

family will only be protected as much as it possibly can be, if everyone involved within and beyond 

the school gates follows the rules. 

You are entrusting us with your child; we, in turn, are putting our trust in you to play your part. 

We look forward to welcoming your child back to school. Thank you, in advance, for your support 

and cooperation. 

Best wishes, 

Samantha Clancy 

Headteacher 

 

Thank you for sharing your feedback, questions and suggestions. I have collated the frequently asked 

questions (FAQs), to which the answers are given within this pack. These are the questions, which 

have been asked by parents and carers: 

Day to Day Arrangements 

1. Will my child be grouped with friends? 

2. Will my child be required to bring their diary to and from school? 

3. Will children be notified of their ‘group’ before they return to school? 

4. May I choose what days I want my child to attend school? 

5. Will children use a specific entrance to the school? 

6. May I change my mind about my child returning to school? 
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Curriculum 

7. Why isn’t Fulbrook streaming lessons like lots of other schools? 

8. For those children, who will continue their learning at home, will teachers be marking work? 

9. Will home learning be improved? Children learning from home should be treated equally to 

those in school.   

10. For children. who are transitioning to a new school in September, will there be any support 

offered? 

11. What additional support is available to those pupils who need it? 

 

Responses to FAQs 

1. Will my child be grouped with friends? 

Careful consideration has been given to the dynamic and make-up of groups, but we cannot guarantee 

that your child will be with all their friends. We have done our best to ensure that they are with at least 

one friend. 

 

2. Will children be required to bring their diary to and from school? 

No. All they will need is a fully equipped pencil case and a reading book, which will be left at school each 

day.  

 

3. Will children be notified of their ‘group’ before they return to school? 

They will find out which group they are in and with which adult they will spend each day. This information 

will be shared with you and your child on Monday 1st June, prior to their first day back at school on 

Tuesday 2nd June. Due to data protection, we are unable to identify the other children in their group. 

 

4. May I choose what days I want my child to attend school? 

Central Government has advised schools to offer places on a full time basis. It is our preference that your 

child attends every day. We feel that it will be beneficial for the children to attend every day – regardless 

of you r working patterns or personal circumstances. This will allow for continuity, as well as assist with 

the building of relationships and a sense of belonging to their bubble. However, usual attendance 

expectations have been suspended. There will be no penalties for non- attendance. 

 

5. Will children use a specific entrance to the school? 

Yes. They will be using one of two entrances: Burrows Close or the main pupil entrance on Weathercock 

Lane. You will be notified which one they must use, before they return on 2nd June. 
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6. May I change my mind about my child returning to school? 

Yes. That is your prerogative in the current circumstances. Usual attendance expectations have been 

temporarily suspended. Please refer to question four above. 

7. Why isn’t Fulbrook streaming lessons like lots of other schools? 

For all the reasons previously explained, there are safeguarding concerns with the streaming of live 

lessons; there are access issues for pupils learning from home and the ability to access them at a specific 

time. The focus of our staff has been predominantly to offer pastoral support at this time. We have 

provided sufficient activities via our school website and signposted the recommended online resources 

from the DfE. This has been the agreed approach from many other middle schools. 

 

8. For those children, who will continue their learning at home, will teachers be marking work? 

Work will not be marked.  However, we shall continue to encourage the children to share pieces of work, 

of which they are proud. Brief feedback can be given. Pupils may seek support as necessary, from the 

appropriate member of staff. We shall continue to support the children in this way, acknowledging their 

effort and achievements.  Please note that the work competed by children in school will not be marked, 

as explained in the plan that has been shared.  

 

9. Will home learning be improved? Children learning from home should be treated equally to 

those in school.   

Home learning will continue in a similar format. Additional home learning tasks for each subject will be 

uploaded to the website, in addition to occasional challenges and competitions. BBC Bitesize daily lessons 

and Oak Academy resources will remain available for the foreseeable. We aim to make the offer 

equitable for all. To this end, some lessons will be streamed for the Year 6 pupils in school. These will be 

recorded and made accessible for pupils at home, where appropriate. We shall endeavour to provide the 

occasional masterclass or recorded lesson for children in other year groups. This will be extremely 

difficult to achieve for all children, in all year groups, all the time, as the  main role for staff in school will 

be to supervise the groups of children for the duration of the school day.  

 

10. For children who are transitioning to a new school in September, will there be any support 

offered? 

We are in discussions with lower, upper and secondary school colleagues, regarding transition 

arrangements for those pupils currently in Years 4, 6 and 8. Although it is unlikely that all of these pupils 

will be returning to school before the end of this academic year, transition meetings have already taken 

place between key members of staff and there are plans for appropriate transition activities, during the 

current circumstances. The activities will support transition, but will not follow the usual programme. We 

shall make it our priority to do all we can to prepare children for the next phase in their education. For 

those pupils who are moving on to a new school in September, we are looking for ways of marking and 

celebrating their time with us. 
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11. What additional support is available to those pupils who need it? 

Individual email contact can be made with pupils. If parents or carers require support with accessing 

relevant work for their child, they should make contact with the form tutor, subject teacher or SENDCo. 

We have advised parents and carers to access work from previous year groups, or indeed later year 

groups, should their child need more accessible or challenging work. Children can also access the home 

learning tasks for alternative year groups via our website. For those pupils, who will be in school, support 

will look very different from the ways in which it would usually be offered at Fulbrook. Bubble leaders will 

be able to offer guidance and encouragement to the children in their group, but 1:1 direct support will be 

more difficult to achieve, whilst maintaining safe social distance from one another. The make-up of 

groups has been given careful consideration. Extra adults, where capacity allows, have been allocated to 

some groups, in order to assist in the meeting of the children’s additional needs.  

 

 

Please see the additional documents:  

 Home-School Agreement  

 Pupil Pack 

 Re-opening Timetable 

 

 

 


