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          18th December 2020 

Dear Parents and Carers 

Usually, on the last day of term before the Christmas holidays, I would be writing to you with news 

of the wonderful work your children have been doing; celebrating the successes of the term and 

wishing you and your families a very merry Christmas. Of course, all of the aforementioned still 

applies, but – in light of the most recent government guidance for schools, which was received late 

yesterday – I need to inform you of some potential changes to the start of next term. 

As you can imagine, receiving this late yesterday means that I have not quite had the time to fully 

digest the guidance, nor begin to comprehend what this means for Fulbrook. It is unclear what this 

means for middle schools. The guidance states: 

All schools with secondary-age pupils (including special schools and alternative provision) will be 
offered the opportunity to test their pupils, reaching as many pupils as possible from the week of the 
4 January. The government will encourage as many as possible to take up the offer. 

In these schools with secondary-age pupils, vulnerable children, the children of critical workers and 
pupils in exam year groups (primarily years 11 and 13) are expected to access on-site education 
provision from each school’s advertised first day of term and should be prioritised for testing. All 
other pupils should not attend that week and must be provided with remote education until 11 
January when they should return to school and resume face-to-face attendance. Pupils will not need 
to have had a test in order to return to school on 11 January. 

As it stands, this means that, as a middle deemed secondary school, it is possible that remote 
learning will be delivered to all Fulbrook pupils in Years 5 to 8, from Tuesday 5th until Friday 8th 
January 2021. However, school will be open to those pupils of critical workers and other eligible 
groups, from Tuesday 5th January 2021. All pupils would then return to school from Monday 11th 
January 2021. This is the worst-case scenario and is subject to change. I would rather give parents 
and carers the time to organise childcare arrangements and prepare for this possibility. 

Please use the following link to let us know if you are a critical worker: 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=_9WgMxasAk67nC1widZE24or5QlvUApDrQv
LOUo7vH9UMlBaRk9RWjVES1pEQVRINFM0SUFBWkg4NS4u 

I shall obviously update you all before the end of the Christmas break. I thank you in advance for 
your patience and understanding – yet again!  

Secondly, we have set up a dedicated email address for parents and carers, to inform us of any 

confirmed case of a Fulbrook pupil. If another member of the family. i.e. not a Fulbrook pupil, tests 

positive, you do not to inform us of this. 

Yesterday we sent all parents and carers information about how to request tests for Covid-19, for 

pupils and their families. If your child tests positive at any time, you must contact us via the email 

address below. Please do not use any other email address or school telephone line to inform us of 
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this. I shall check this email address on a daily basis over the Christmas period and shall 

communicate with any families of pupils, with whom close contact has been a possibility. Please do 

not expect an immediate response to your email, but I shall respond as soon as it is practicable. If 

your child has been in close contact with a confirmed case, the advice will be for them to self-isolate. 

I shall not be informing parents of any potential close contact beyond 24th December, as the amount 

the time specified by government guidance for Track and Trace will have lapsed.  

The email address to use for informing us of any confirmed case of a Fulbrook child is: 

Covid19@fulbrookmiddleschool.org.uk  

We shall continue to use this email next term, for the same purpose. 

Please use the following links as needed: 

Parents to follow advice as per NHS Covid-19 
guidelines: https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/ 

  
If public health support is required during the Christmas holidays please 
email: public.health@bedford.gov.uk 

  
 

Finally, please use this link, at the end of this bulletin, to read a letter from Michael Tidd, 

Headteacher at East Preston Junior School in West Sussex. He regularly writes for the TES and his 

open letter to parents says everything that I would want to say too…  

Have yourself a merry little Christmas. Watch this space for further updates. 

https://www.tes.com/news/parents-open-letter-end-hellish-year  

Very best wishes, 

Samantha Clancy 
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